Talking With Strangers Discussion and Role-Play Scenarios
1. You are going to a professional conference in a city you don’t usually visit. You will have time to go out to eat and some time to sight-see. What will you do to prepare to engage those you might encounter at the conference or in a restaurant or just out on the street?

2. You are at a casual gathering one evening at a local VFW hall in the middle of summer. There are some classic cars and some hot rods around. You are looking at one of the cars and you hear a man call out from behind you, “Is that yours? That’s cool.” You look and see a man on a motorcycle about twenty feet away. He is just hanging out having some beer and enjoying the cars and the sun. He looks to be in his 50’s and a typical American man. Do you engage him? What do you say?

3. You are at work. You hear the chatter behind you turn to religious upbringing. One person in particular is outspoken about their childhood in religion x. This person is skeptical and says he knows some Baptists and Calvinists and thinks they subscribe to easy-believism and his ex wife and her new boyfriend claim to be Baptists. Do you engage somehow? How do you do that? What do you say?

4. It is December and you have a new job. A new coworker is describing their upcoming family vacation to visit their parents and have some time for their kids to visit the grandparents. This coworker say they raised Roman Catholic, so they are Catholic with big air quotes. What do you say to this person? 

5. Role Play Characters: old man with a car, evangelist handing out tracts
Setting: You are at an outdoor car show and you have some tracts to hand out to people. You encounter one old man sitting by a very nice old car. You ask a couple of questions about the car and then go to give him a tract. He asks “Is this a religious thing?” 
How does this go? Is he hostile to the message or not? Does that matter to what you say next?

6. Role Play Characters: Evangelist, former co-worker who might die of bad cancer soon 
A former coworker you have not spoken to in a while has a terrible form of cancer. He is in the hospital. He is a lapsed Catholic who leans on his mother praying for him. He thinks that all-in-all, he has lead a good life. You visit him one afternoon. After a bit of small talk, you have five minutes, or less, to say something of importance to him about his soul. What do you say?

7. You are at a new workplace. The population is heavily Millenial, multi-ethnic and has a good percentage of immigrants. You have lived in the local area your entire life. The general PC culture is against acknowledging that people have different backgrounds, could come from different countries, and probably have different cultural experiences because of that. What do you do to start a conversation with someone who grew up in a different culture or country?

8. Role Play Characters: Evangelist, someone with a common objection to Christianity
You are at a public park and strike up a conversation with a stranger about a nearby tree. How do you steer this to talking about the gospel? Role play the evangelist versus someone with objections. Pick from a common objection, such as atheism, ecumenism (coexist), they are religious, a lover of Science!, or something else.
