
Pastoral Encouragement 
20 

Wisdom cries aloud in the street, 

    in the markets she raises her voice; 

21 

at the head of the noisy streets she cries out; 

    at the entrance of the city gates she speaks: 

22 

“How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple? 

How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing 

    and fools hate knowledge? 

23  

If you turn at my reproof, 

behold, I will pour out my spirit to you; 

    I will make my words known to you. 

24  

Because I have called and you refused to listen, 

    have stretched out my hand and no one has heeded, 

25  

because you have ignored all my counsel 

    and would have none of my reproof, 

26  

I also will laugh at your calamity; 

    I will mock when terror strikes you, 

27  

when terror strikes you like a storm 

    and your calamity comes like a whirlwind, 

    when distress and anguish come upon you. 

28  

Then they will call upon me, but I will not answer; 

    they will seek me diligently but will not find me. 

29  

Because they hated knowledge 

    and did not choose the fear of the Lord, 

30  

would have none of my counsel 

    and despised all my reproof, 

31  

therefore they shall eat the fruit of their way, 

    and have their fill of their own devices. 

32  

For the simple are killed by their turning away, 

    and the complacency of fools destroys them; 

33  

but whoever listens to me will dwell secure 

    and will be at ease, without dread of disaster.” (Proverbs 1:20-33)(ESV) 

 

Falling between the first two parental appeals of chapters 1 and 2, this passage contains 

the first call of wisdom itself.(1) Wisdom, personified as a woman, is said to be crying out 

and speaking to the simple, scoffers and fools, who will accept or reject her call.  



 

Those who refuse to listen to lady wisdom reap calamity, terror, distress, anguish, death 

and destruction. Not only will wisdom not answer these scoffers in their time of trouble, 

she will laugh at and mock them (v. 24-38). These fools enjoy the wisdom baked into the 

created order by God, but miss out on what Richard P. Belcher Jr calls “a fuller 

understanding of the way the world works” that comes when one fears Yahweh (v. 

29).(2)(3)More tragically, the person who fails to fear God remains dead in sin leading to 

eternal destruction. 

 

By contrast, those who listen to lady wisdom’s words and turn at her reproof, are filled 

with her spirit and obtain security, hope and life. Wisdom will answer them in the midst 

of trials. They enjoy “a fuller understanding of the way the world works”, and will dwell 

secure for eternity, because they fear Yahweh.(4) 

 

Wisdom calls out even now amidst the noise and commotion of the world. The streets 

have never been louder and markets busier. Yet, lady wisdom’s voice remains strong and 

able to be heard by those who, by grace, have chosen to revere and stand in humility 

before the one and only covenant keeping God. Those who fear God have been made 

new creations and will necessarily trust the Savior and repent.  

 

Have you heard lady wisdom’s call? Keep in mind, only those who approach God in 

humble reverence through Christ, can truly hear her call. Won’t you repent of your sin 

and believe? Surely then you will make out wisdom’s voice above the clamor and see the 

world as never before. 

 

Believer, in Christ you have been set free from sin, given a sure hope for the future and 

enabled to more fully understand the workings of this world. Though you fear God, have 

you grown complacent? Do you ignore wisdom’s counsel? Do you reject her reproof? It is 

one thing to have access to skill in godly living, but another to joyfully exercise it to the 

glory of God.(5)  

 

Pastor Rich 

 
(1) The second appeal from wisdom personified appears in chapter 8. There are seven parental appeals in the first 7 chapters of Proverbs. 
 
(2) The first half of 1:7 provides the motto by which the collective sayings of the entire book are to be read; acquiring wisdom begins with reverence for, 
and humility before the covenant keeping God of Israel who is the creator and ruler of the earth.  
 
(3) Finding Favour in the sight of God - A Theology of Wisdom Literature (p.56). Downers Grove, IL: Inter Varsity Press. 
 
(4) “Earth’s crammed with heaven, and every common bush afire with God; but only he who sees takes off his shoes; the rest sit around it and 
pluck blackberries.” 
— Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Aurora Leigh, Book VII (qtd. in https://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/uncommon-belief/) 
 
(5) Though sadly I cannot recommend it, I remember a movie from the late 80s called “They Live”. Starring the late Rowdy Roddy Piper of professional 
wrestling fame and directed by John Carpenter, the movie is about earth being secretly taken over by aliens. Through a series of events Piper’s character 
comes to possess a pair of sunglasses that allow him to see the aliens (to the naked eye they appear human) and their propaganda (subliminal messages 
appearing in advertising). Knowing the truth, he sets out to rid the planet of the alien enemies.  
 
As Christians, we have the sunglasses. We are able to understand the created order more clearly than when we were dead in our sins and act accordingly. 
But, sometimes we don’t wear the glasses. We foolishly prefer to walk around without them on. We choose to remain oblivious to wisdom’s cries though 
we have the ability to hear her.  

 

https://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/uncommon-belief/

