1 Peter 4:12-13 (ESV)

“Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though
something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings,
that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.”

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, why are we surprised and anxious when we are persecuted? Did
not our Lord Jesus warn us of the cost of following Him? He told us that the world would hate us
because it first hated Him. Yet, He also promised that all things will work together for our good,
for those who love God and are called according to His purpose.

The Apostle Paul reminds us that nothing, not tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, or even
death itself can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. Therefore, we are to rejoice in
all circumstances. When we count it all joy in our afflictions, we bear witness to a watching
world. The unbelieving world is amazed when we respond to hardship not with fear or despair,
but with hope and praise.

Our steadfast faith becomes a testimony of the transforming power of the gospel. Our lives shine
as a beacon of light in the midst of darkness and despair. So let the Church, Christ’s Bride, stand
as a radiant stronghold of hope for all to see. Let Berean Baptist Church be a place where the
faithful lift up their eyes and raise their voices in praise to the Lord our God, rejoicing in His
unchanging goodness.

No matter our present circumstances, our victory is already secure. The battle has been won by
the Lamb who was slain and now reigns forevermore. One day we will be united with our Savior,
welcomed to His banquet table, while all darkness and sin are banished forever. Oh, how we long
for that day when every tear will be wiped away and all creation will resound with joy eternal!

As we approach this season of Thanksgiving, let us set our hearts on gratitude for all that God
has graciously given us in Christ. Let our light shine brightly in the darkness, for we belong to the
Victor, the King of kings and Lord of lords.

“Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

1 Corinthians 15:57
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