Seeing God’s Providence Through Glory Glasses

“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called
according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28, ESV)

Few verses are quoted more often and misunderstood more easily than Romans 8:28. We affirm it readily
when life is calm, but when suffering breaks in, that confidence is tested. Unexpected illness, job loss,
fractured relationships, or prolonged trials often drive us to a single, aching question: Why? As pastors,
we hear this question frequently from believers who once walked in joy but now struggle to feel loved by
God.

Asking “why” is not sinful in itself. Scripture is filled with lament. Yet the danger lies not in the question,
but in the posture of the heart behind it. When suffering persists, our “why” can quickly become an
accusation. We may find ourselves angry, confused, or indignant before God—shaking our fists and
saying, “| don’t deserve this,” or “How could You do this to me?” When our gaze turns inward and we
assume the role of victim, despair is never far behind.

So where is our hope? How do we recover joy when it seems to have vanished? The answer is not found in
demanding explanations from God, but in asking a better question. Instead of “Why is this happening to
me?” we must ask, “Lord, how can | glorify You in this?”

This shiftis a game changer. It moves us from confrontation to submission, from suspicion to trust. We
no longer approach God as though He has made a mistake. Rather, we rest in His sovereign providence,
confident that He is both wise and good. Romans 8:28 does not promise that all things feel good, but that
God is at work through all things for the ultimate good of His people, conforming us to the image of
Christ.

James echoes this truth when he writes, “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various
kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness” (James 1:2-3). Trials are not
interruptions to the Christian life; they are instruments God uses to mature our faith. Steadfastness,
shaped in suffering, is part of God’s gracious design.

This brings us to a daily choice. We can look at life through “victim glasses,” interpreting every hardship as
evidence of God’s neglect. Or we can put on “glory glasses,” viewing every circumstance, pleasant or
painful, as an opportunity to honor Christ. That choice shapes our joy, our worship, and our witness.

So today, brothers and sisters, examine your hearts. How are you responding to the frustrations and
challenges before you? As we prepare to gather for worship, may we lay aside resentment and self-pity,
and instead embrace a posture of humble trust. Ask the Lord for grace to glorify Him in the storm. Put on
your “glory glasses” and by God’s grace, you will find joy again, even in the midst of trial.
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