Have | said, ‘Make me a gift’?
Or, ‘From your wealth offer a bribe for me’?

Or, ‘Deliver me from the adversary's hand’?
Or, ‘Redeem me from the hand of the ruthless’?

Job 6:22-23

Job’s friend Eliphaz had earlier implied Job’s suffering was a result of his own foolishness (5:3).
While continuing to maintain his innocence, Job argues it is his friends who have been foolish in
withholding kindness from him in his time of need (v.14). Job had hoped his friends would provide
support, but found them to be unhelpful and afraid, comparing them to undependable seasonal
river beds and himself to caravans thirsty for a drink they never find (v.15-21). By asking the four
rhetorical questions in verses 22-23, Job reminds his friends he has never asked them for anything,
making their growing lack of compassion all the more disappointing to him.

Bereans, what type of friends have you been to your friends who are suffering? Have you seen their
trials and shrunk back in fear? Have you been a source of disappointment rather than hope? If so,
this is foolish. Proverbs 17:17 says:

A friend loves at all times,
and a brother is born for adversity.

The wise man even lays down his life for his friends:

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you. Greater love has no one
than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.” John 15:12-13

In light of Christ’s laying down His life for you, | encourage you to be a cold drink for them as they
walk through the desert. Do the hard work of courageously sitting in silence with your suffering
friends, offer humble, wise, and timely counsel from God’s Word, be careful not to jump to
conclusions about the source of their suffering and seek to meet their physical needs. And
remember when we fail to be the friend we should be, Jesus’ perfect friendship has been imputed to
us.

For those of you who are suffering, maybe you haven’t asked your friends for anything in the past
and are disappointed they aren’t giving you any relief from your thirst as you walk through a barren
land. Have you forgotten even the godliest of friends will sometimes disappoint? But, Jesus never
will. With Him you have hope no matter how severe the trial. He gives living water that never dries
up. Therefore, in wisdom, extend patience and forgiveness to your friends in their foolishness,
continue to cling to Jesus, and drink your fill to the glory of God.
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